
have forgotten why. We were against deficit
spending. Those who would be heroes trying
to reduce deficits by raising taxes are not
heroes. They have not addressed the point I
made in the State of the Union: whether
government borrows or increases taxes, it will
be taking the same amount of money from
the private economy and, either way, that’s
too much.

We must bring down government spending
to a level where it cannot interfere with the
ability of the economy to grow …. I believe
the Congress has a responsibility to work with
us and eliminate that waste wherever it exists.

Combining these spending restraints with
another key reform will make America’s
economy the undisputed leader for
innovation, growth, and opportunity. I’m
talking about simplification of the entire tax
system. We can make taxes more fair, easier 
to understand and, more important, we 

and be healthy, happy, and whole. This is our
goal. We see America not falling behind, but
moving ahead; our citizens not fearful and
divided, but confident and united by shared
values of faith, family, work, neighborhood,
peace and freedom.

An opportunity society begins with growth,
and that means incentives …. My sympathies
are with the taxpayers, not the tax-spenders. I
consider stopping them from taking more of
your earnings an economic responsibility and
a moral obligation. I will not permit an
antigrowth coalition to jeopardize this
recovery. If they get their way, they’ll charge
everything on your “Taxpayers Express
Card.” And believe me, they never leave home
without it.

As good conservatives, we were brought up to
oppose deficits. But sometimes I think some

industries, such as computers, micro-
electronics, robotics, and fiber optics—all are
creating a new world of opportunities. And as
our knowledge expands, business investment
is stimulated to modernize older industries
with the newer technologies ….

An opportunity society awaits us. We need
only believe in ourselves and give men and
women of faith, courage, and vision the
freedom to build it. Let others run down
America and seek to punish success. Let them
call you greedy for not wanting government
to take more and more of your earnings. Let
them defend their tombstone society of wage
and price guidelines, mandatory quotas, tax
increases, planned shortages, and shared
sacrifices.

We want no part of that mess, thank you very
much. We will encourage all Americans—
men and women, young and old, individuals
of every race, creed, and color—to succeed

In Year of Decision, 1846, Bernard DeVoto
explained what drove our ancestors to
conquer the West, create a nation, and open
up a continent. If you take away the dream,
you take away the power of the spirit. If you
take away the belief in a greater future, you
cannot explain America—that we’re a people
who believed there was a promised land; we
were a people who believed we were chosen
by God to create a greater world ….

Now, those who deal in a world of numbers
cannot predict the progress of the human
mind, the drive and energy of the spirit, or
the power of incentives. We’re beginning an
industrial renaissance which most experts
never saw coming ….

Incentives laid the seeds for the great growth
in venture capital which helped set off the
revolution in high technology. Sunrise
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power we need—power to fight the good
fight, to finish the race and to keep the faith.

Thank you very much. God bless you and
God bless America.

President Reagan delivered these remarks 
to the 1984 Conservative Political Action
Conference (CPAC).

can greatly increase incentives by bringing
personal tax rates down. If we can reduce
personal tax rates as dramatically as we’ve
reduced capital gains taxes, the underground
economy will shrink, the whole world will
beat a path to our door, and no one will hold
America back. This is the real blueprint for a
brighter future and declining deficits.

But economic opportunities can only flourish
if the values at the foundation of our society
and freedom remain strong and secure. Our
families and friends must be able to live and
work without always being afraid ….

Peace with freedom is our highest
aspiration—a lasting peace anchored by
courage, realism, and unity …. Only when
our arms are certain beyond doubt can we be
certain beyond doubt that they will never be
used. President John F. Kennedy spoke those
words in 1961. Too many who admired him
have forgotten that the price of peace is dear
.… So, our first responsibility is to keep
America strong enough to remain free, secure,
and at peace, and I intend to make sure that
we do just that.

America’s foreign policy supports freedom,
democracy, and human dignity for all
mankind, and we make no apologies for it.
The opportunity society that we want for
ourselves we also want for others, not because
we’re imposing our system on others but
because those opportunities belong to all
people as God-given birthrights and because
by promoting democracy and economic
opportunity we make peace more secure.

Fellow citizens, fellow conservatives, our time
has come again. This is our moment. Let us
unite, shoulder to shoulder, behind one
mighty banner for freedom. And let us go
forward from here not with some faint hope
that our cause is not yet lost; let us go forward
confident that the American people share our
values, and that together we will be victorious.

And in those moments when we grow tired,
when our struggle seems hard, remember
what Eric Liddell, Scotland’s Olympic
champion runner, said in Chariots of Fire:
“So where does the power come from to see
the race to its end? From within. God made
me for a purpose, and I will run for His
pleasure.”

If we trust in Him, keep His word, and live
our lives for His pleasure, He’ll give us the
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