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BY THOMAS JEFFERSON

...I'lay before you the result of [~ i
the census lately taken of our .
inhabitants, to a conformity with

which we are now to reduce the

ensuing ration of representation

and taxation. You will perceive

that the increase of numbers dur-

ing the last 10 years, proceeding  [ion we o
in geometric ratio, promises a duplication in lit-
tle more than 22 years. We contemplate this
rapid growth and the prospect it holds up to us,
not with a view to the injuries it may enable us
to do others in some future day, but to the set-
tlement of the extensive country still remaining
vacant within our limits to the multiplication of
men susceptible of happiness, educated in the
love of order, habituated to self-government,
and valuing its blessings above all price.

Other circumstances, combined with the
increase of numbers, have produced an augmen-
tation of revenue arising from consumption in a
ratio far beyond that of population alone; and
though the changes in foreign relations now tak-
ing place so desirably for the whole world may
for a season affect this branch of revenue, yet
weighing all probabilities of expense as well as
of income, there is reasonable ground of confi-
dence that we may now safely dispense with all
the internal taxes, comprehending excise,
stamps, auctions, licenses, carriages, and refined
sugars, to which the postage on news papers
may be added to facilitate the progress of infor-
mation, and that the remaining sources of rev-
enue will be sufficient to provide for the support
of Government, to pay the interest of the public
debts, and to discharge the principals within
shorter periods than the laws or the general
expectation had contemplated.

War, indeed, and untoward events may
change this prospect of things and call for
expenses which imposts could not meet; but
sound principles will not justify our taxing the
industry of our fellow citizens to accumulate
treasure for wars to happen we know not when,
and which might not, perhaps, happen but from
the temptations offered by that treasure.

These views, however, of reducing our
burdens are formed on the expectation that a

sensible and at the same time a
salutary reduction may take
place in our habitual expendi-
tures. For this purpose those of
the civil Government, the Army,
and Navy will need revisal.
4 When we consider that this
/-/- Government is charged with the
external and mutual relations only of these
States; that the States themselves have principal
care of our persons, our property, and our rep-
utation, constituting the great field of human
concerns, we may well doubt whether our orga-
nization is not too complicated, too expensive;
whether offices and officers have not been mul-
tiplied unnecessarily and sometimes injuriously
to the service they were meant to promote.

I will cause to be laid before you an essay
toward a statement of those who, under public
employment of various kinds, draw money from
the Treasury or from our citizens. Time has not
permitted a perfect enumeration, the ramifica-
tions of office being too multiplied and remote
to be completely traced in a 1st trial.

Among those who are dependent on Execu-
tive discretion I have begun the reduction of
what was deemed unnecessary. The expenses of
diplomatic agency have been considerably
diminished. The inspectors of internal revenue
who were found to obstruct the accountability
of the institution have been discontinued. Sever-
al agencies created by Executive authorities, on
salaries fixed by that also, have been suppressed,
and should suggest the expediency of regulating
that power by law, so as to subject its exercises
to legislative inspection and sanction.

Other reformations of the same kind will be
pursued with that caution which is requisite in
removing useless things, not to injure what is
retained. But the great mass of public offices is
established by law, and therefore by law alone
can be abolished. Should the Legislature think it
expedient to pass this roll in review and try all
its parts by the test of public utility, they may be
assured of every aid and light which Executive
information can yield.

Considering the general tendency to multiply
offices and dependencies and to increase
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expense to the ultimate term of burthen which
the citizen can bear, it behooves us to avail our-
selves of every occasion which presents itself for
taking off the surcharge, that it never may be
seen here that after leaving to labor the smallest
portion of its earnings on which it can subsist,
Government shall itself consume the whole
residue of what it was instituted to guard.

In our care, too, of the public contributions
intrusted to our direction it would be prudent to
multiply barriers against their dissipation by

appropriating specific sums to every specific
purpose susceptible of definition; by disallowing
all applications of money varying from the
appropriation in object or transcending it in
amount; by reducing the undefined field of con-
tingencies and thereby circumscribing discre-
tionary powers over money, and by bringing
back to a single department all accountabilities
for money, where the examinations may be
prompt, efficacious, and uniform.

TEN GUIDELINES FOR REDUCING WASTEFUL
GOVERNMENT SPENDING

BY BRIAN M. RIEDL

Weary taxpayers are looking
to President George W. Bush and
Congress to reduce the tax bur-
den and set a course toward a
balanced budget. The President
has already proposed a bold
plan to reduce the high tax rates
currently weighing down the
economy, and an overhaul of the 44,000-page
U.S. federal tax code may also be proposed.
Lower tax rates will reduce barriers to working,
saving, and investing, and therefore promote
long-term economic growth.

Taxing Americans less also means that
Washington must learn to spend less. Lawmak-
ers courageously restrained spending in the
mid-1990s but have since abandoned fiscal
responsibility in favor of bloated budgets that
assume there is no problem bigger government
cannot solve.

All government spending—even that financed
by borrowing—must eventually be paid for with
taxes. The real cost of government therefore is
how much it spends, not how much it taxes.
The lesson is clear: Over the long run, low taxes
are possible only with low spending.

Tax reduction is not the only reason to take a
fresh look at federal spending. Many government
programs harm the economy because they cen-
tralize authority with politicians and bureaucrats
in Washington at the expense of entrepreneurs
and families. Special interests use government to
secure benefits and perks that private individuals

and businesses would not other-
wise provide them.

TIME TO BE BOLD

In 2003, reducing wasteful
spending is more important than
ever. Defense, homeland security,
and expensive entitlements are
stretching the federal government thin while a
high tax burden is weighing down the economy.

It is time to step back and think about the
role of government, the obligations of the pri-
vate sector, and the delineation between feder-
al and state responsibilities. For those
interested in lean, effective government with
low taxes, here are 10 guidelines to eliminate
wasteful spending:

1. Build a constituency for limited govern-
ment and lower taxes

Interest groups are always ready to defend
their special-interest subsidies. But taxpayers
rarely fight this wasteful spending because they
do not believe they will ever see the savings.
Policymakers can organize taxpayers in
opposition to wasteful spending by linking spe-
cific reforms and spending reductions to specif-
ic tax cuts.

Congress should create an independent com-
mission that would present Congress with a list
of all duplicative, wasteful, outdated, and failed
programs that should be eliminated—and ear-
mark all savings to an immediate across-the-
board income tax cut. The legislation would not



